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probably, would never have known what the impress-
ment   system  was.     Many  of  these   stones   give
pathetic  accounts of young men  pressed  into  the
naval service just as they were returning from the
church where they had been married, and sent off to
serve at war on the seas, perhaps never to return to
the scenes and the home of their birth.    There is at
least one touching poem which tells the story of a
young man thus impressed on his wedding day, who
serves   on board   all   through   the  great  wars   with
France  in  Napoleon's time, who returns a man of
more than middle age, to find that his wife has long
been dead, and that in his native town nobody even
remembers his name.    Poetic stories, somewhat like
that of Tennyson's "Enoch Arden," gave an addi-
tional pang to the pathos, by describing the man as
returning to his home to find his wife, who had long
believed him dead, married to another husband ; and
picture him in  despair returning  again to the  sea
and the service, which had been his hardest enemies,
but had now become his only friends.    In many of
Captain   Marryat's   novels,   once  the delight of all
boys and of many grown men, we have vivid pic-
tures of the riots caused by some sudden impress-
ment in one of our seaport towns ; of the press-gang,
as it was.called, forcing its way, cutlass in hand and
pistols in  belt, through  resisting streets  and lanes,
which fire their shots from the windows as if they
were striving to check the movements of a conquer-
ing invader ; of houses defended literally from room
to   room ;   of   desperate   hand-to-hand   fights;   of
women  joining   in   the   struggle ; of wounds given